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Devoirs de la Royauti, the same distrust of force, the same
horror of waj, the same conviction that a civilized state
must, in its relations with other states* minimize as far as
possible the use of violence. If this be kept in mind, it is
easy to explain why Talleyrand, in 1792, still hoped that
the Revolution, by turning history into more humane
channels, would be able to re-establish peacefully the bal-
ance between force and law in Europe.
Six years later when, as Minister, he wrote his report
on the Treaty of Campo Formio, he was no longer the
humanitarianist, hating war for itself in complete freedom
of conscience. Instead, he had become a statesman and
diplomat who was witnessing the wars of the eighteenth
century multiplying and escaping from that self-discipline
which lip till then had held in check their destructive
power, by their escape causing the total destruction of the
law of nations, created by previous generations. He was the
servant of a government which, preyed upon by fear, saw
only the physical side of force, and its apparent invinci-
bility. The spirit of adventure had unleashed all its fury
upon mankind, spreading terror wherever it went, a terror
all the more awful because, like Frankenstein's monster, it
had turned upon its creator. If Talleyrand had been like
the others, he would have succumbed to the general
panic and would also have hailed the victories in Italy and
Switzerland of Napoleon, Brune, and Championnet, as
the salvation and the glory of France. But he was not like
the others; he had read, studied, and assimilated Grotius
and Vattel, Fenelon and Montesquieu; -he was blessed with
a strong philosophical intellect which desired and knew
how to comprehend and to subjugate the changeable and
fragmentary reality of the universe by the only efficacious
method, that of restoring it to fixed principles. Through
no fault of his, that intellect had been trained in one of
the most famous dialectical schools of the age, that of
Saint-Sulpice. And, finally, he did not become a prey to
the general panic.